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“We have to reconsider the policies and systems concerned 
with childhood, through tackling the roots of social and cultural 
problems, in addition to adopting upbringing and education 
approaches which promote children’s abilities and culture, as 
well as enabling them to participate and achieve creativity.”*

Talal Bin Abdul Aziz

*Extracted from the Speech of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, the President of the Arab 
Council for Childhood and Development (ACCD), in the opening session of the seminar 
held in Riyadh, January 2013, entitled “Discussing Synergies between Child Protection and 
Social Protection Systems”.
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Introduction
Throughout its accumulated experience, ACCD, which was established upon an initiative 
of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, has adopted new intellectual and theoretical 
frameworks, which paved the way towards developing the strategic plan (2014 – 2016) 
based on three main approaches, as follows: (1) child rights-based approach, in accordance 
with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, (2) the approach of linking protection, 
social policies and community participation, and (3) the approach of self-awakening and 
education for hope. 
These concepts have brought a strong impetus towards developing ACCD's intellectual 
frameworks and crystallizing its interest in providing a new guiding model of child 
upbringing in the Arab world. Such model aims at awakening children consciousness 
towards their humanity and creativity, unleashing their human energies, and building 
their capacities in education, family, and social inclusion, in order to achieve positive 
citizenship, and enable establishing knowledge society under the slogan «new mind – 
new generation – new society». 
The year 2014 has marked initiating the practical implementation of strategic plan, 
throughout launching the project of rehabilitation and inclusion of street children through 
education for hope, under the slogan «I have chosen hope». This project is implemented 
in cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Social Solidarity and a number of partners 
on the governmental and non-governmental levels. In implementing this project, ACCD 
seeks to provide a new model based on children's respect and enable them to acquire basic 
life skills, thus ACCD will be able to achieve social inclusion through applying strategies 
of capacity building and enabling environments that stem from an institution-based 
reform, as well as advocacy to develop a new culture in working with those children.  
Additionally, the year 2014 has also witnessed developing the fundamental steps for the 
project of «Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights» to move to operation stage through 
the provision of training for media professionals and monitoring media performance, with 
a view to activate media for child rights. Moreover, ACCD is committed to continue 
its programs and projects in the fields of the inclusion of children with disabilities in 
education and society, promoting Arab civil society organizations working in childhood 
and the connection between upbringing and citizenship. 
Since its establishment and over its work track, including the year 2014, ACCD has sought 
to issue a set of publications, in order to bridge knowledge gaps in the fields of childhood 
and development.
ACCD is also keen to consolidate and expand its partnerships with related organizations; 
the Arab Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND) in particular, which is ACCD's 
main strategic partner. Further, there is the coordination and cooperation with the League 
of the Arab States (Department of Women, Family and Childhood). Therefore, recognition 
and gratitude are renewed for HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz for sponsoring and 
promoting all ACCD efforts and works. Finally, we promise our partners, friends and 
children, who are our goal, to continue our work and efforts for a brighter future. 
May God bless our efforts.

Dr. Hassan Al Bilawi
Secretary General
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The Tenth Session of ACCD's Board of Trustees

Under the patronage of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, the President of ACCD, the 

tenth session of ACCD's Board of Trustees was held on the 2nd of April 2014 in Cairo. 

This session reviewed ACCD's achievements throughout the year 2013 and discussed 

the new strategic plan (2014-2016). Worth mentioning is that the said plan is based on 

adopting a new model of child upbringing in the Arab region, taking into consideration 

the new international approaches and strategies in the field of upbringing, in addition 

to the catalytic role played by ACCD in discussing the issues of child upbringing and 

data collection, which contribute to reflecting the real status of upbringing, as well as 

developing regional guiding policies, promoting national polices that achieve the best 

interest of Arab child, and advocating for child rights. 

 Adopting ACCD
 strategic plan
 (2014 – 2016)
 based on
 developing
 a new model
 of child
 upbringing in
the Arab region
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The Board of Trustees of ACCD (2013 – 2015)

The Chairman of the Board: 

HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz
Members of the Board:* 

Dr. Hassan Al Bilawi
Secretary General 

ACCD

Ms. Ghada Al-Dhakheel
Human Development Expert 
(Childhood development – 
Women Empowerment) Projects 
Department - AGFUND 

Mr. Ghanem Bebi
Expert in the Field of Childhood

Mr. Nasser Al-Kahtany
Executive Director 

AGFUND 

Dr. Nahla Kahwagi
Professor of Childhood Studies
King Abdul Aziz University

Mr. Jibrin El-Jibrin
Director of Projects 
AGFUND

Dr. Sima Bahous
Assistant Secretary General
Assistant Adminstrator 
and Regional Director
Regional Bureau of Arab States, 
UNDP

Dr. Ghada Gholam
Ex-Officer in charge of UNESCO 

Cairo Office
Senior Education Specialist

H.E. Dr. Faeqa Al Saleh
Minster of Social Development

Kingdom of Bahrain

Eng. Nabil Samuel
Expert in the Field of Human 

Development 
(Vice Chairman of the Board)

*(Alphabetical order)
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ACCD's Strategic Plan (2014- 2016)

Strategic Plan Structure 
2014 - 2016 

Theoretical Framework

Components of the New 
Model of Child UpbringingImplementation Supporting Activities 

Integration of
Disabled Child 

Child Education 

Education for Hope 

Civil Society 

Knowledge Development 

Media Activities 

Developing 
Technological 
Infrastructure 

Scientific Periodicals 

Establishing 
Development Support 

Center 

Plan Management

Estimated Budget

Estimated Budget for 
Supporting Activities 

Media Observatory for 
Child Rights 

ACCD’s Vision:
ACCD is seeking to be a leading organization in the field of child rights in the 
Arab world, and a reference for institutions, individuals and families to raising 
up of an Arab child able to participate in the development of his society and 
deal with the rapid global changes.

ACCD’s Mission:
ACCD works towards developing an Arab environment that promotes child 
rights in development, protection, participation and inclusion, within the context 
of the family and the society, through cooperation and effective partnership with 
governmental, non-governmental, regional and international organizations, in 
order to enable children to participate and interact positively in life, accept 
others, and love their homeland. 
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 ACCD's Achievements
in 2014
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«A New Model of Child Upbringing in the Arab World» is 
ACCD's Slogan over the Next Three Years

The experience accumulated by ACCD in its various practical and intellectual tracks 
has already achieved a developmental vision that stems from rights-based approach 
in its integrated concept. ACCD has accumulated three theoretical and intellectual 
approaches, as follows:
•	 Child rights-based approach, in accordance with the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (1989). 
•	 Approach of protection policies and community participation. 
•	 Approach of self-awakening and the philosophy of education for hope. 
These concepts have brought a strong impetus towards the development of ACCD's 
intellectual frameworks and crystallized its interest in the need to provide a new guiding 
model of child upbringing in the Arab world. Such model aims at awakening children 
consciousness of their humanity and creativity, as well as unleashing their human 
energies, building their capacities in education, family, and social inclusion, in order to 
achieve positive citizenship, thus establishing knowledge society under the slogan «new 
mind – new generation – new society». 

Building a new model for Arab 
child upbringing in a new 
future that enables him/her 
to participate and contribute 
actively and effectively in 
building and developing his/
her homeland, thus accessing 
knowledge society whose 
members are characterized 
by knowledge, behavioral 
and moral characteristics, in 
addition to the ability to attain 
participation, creativity, and 
innovation

Media 
Monitoring & 

Advocacy   

  
Policies & 

Knowledge 
Development 

Civil Society

Towards a New Model of Child 
Upbringing in the Arab World 

)General Framework(

 The Main Goal of ACCD Strategic Plan
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ACCD is working on conducting an analytical study on 
child upbringing, funded by the Arab Gulf Programme for 
Development (AGFUND), with a view to identify upbringing 
methods in the Arab society. The study aims at providing 
a new model of child upbringing in a changing world that 
could be considered in our Arab world. The new model is 
based on standards emerged from the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, modern upbringing theories in the new 
knowledge society, and the Arab efforts exerted towards 
developing the Arab culture, depending on realistic data 
of the vision of Arab society and children towards the 
prevailing upbringing methods.
The study tackles a number of issues; the prevailing 
upbringing patterns in families, the role played by school 
in raising children and its impact on developing critical 
thinking and skills, the type of available policies, programs 
and legislation in the field of child upbringing, and identifying 
children's points of views regarding the used methods of 
upbringing and the provided education and culture. The 
study, supervised by elite of Arab experts, is still at the 
stage of data collection from its sample states (Saudi 
Arabia – Sudan – Iraq – Lebanon – Egypt – Yemen).

 The study provides an
 intellectual framework that
 promotes the culture of
 child respect, develops
 his/her capacities and
 knowledge, and enables
 him/her to participate,
 followed by developing
 upbringing standards
 appropriate for the Arab
 environment. This is in
 addition to developing
 training manuals to be
 applied to a number of
 work areas with different
 categories of workers
 in the field of child
 upbringing and education,
 including: social workers,
 teachers, intellectuals,
 media professionals,
 families, and children
 themselves.

 Researchers Workshop on the
Conceptual Framework of the Study

ACCD held researchers workshop on the 15th of April 2014 in Cairo, on the regional 
study on «Child Upbringing in the Arab World».
The workshop aimed at discussing the conceptual framework of the study and the 
tools of data collection, with the participation of an Arab research team from Egypt, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen, and Sudan. 
The workshop concluded with a general agreement on a study methodology that 
seeks to describe, explain and criticize the nature of child upbringing in Arab society 
aiming at drafting the framework of the new model, which seeks to provoke a cultural 
change ensuring new upbringing for a new world. 

 Analytical Study on Child Upbringing in Six Arab Countries
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ACCD and the Egyptian National Council for Childhood and 
Motherhood (NCCM) held a closure conference for the project 
of protecting street children in Egypt «capacity building for those 
working with street children», on the 11th of February 2014 in ACCD's 
headquarters. The conference was attended by Dr. Hassan Al Bilawi, 
ACCD's Secretary General, and Dr. Azza Alashmawy, NCCM's 
Secretary General, and the project's directors, as well as a number 
of specialized experts and executive practitioners in the field of 
street children, with the participation of representatives of ministers, 
national organizations, NGOs working in the field of street children, 
and media. 
The conference announced the outcomes of the project and 
launched a Guiding Manual for Professionals Working with Children 
in Residential Care Institutions. The Manual has been developed in 
partnership of ACCD and NCCM. Moreover, the conference witnessed 
evaluating the project's best practices and lessons learned, as well 
as drafting a future vision of confronting the phenomenon of street 
children, through the outcomes of the project and the main important 
approaches that should be followed in next step. 

 The Preceding Efforts of ACCD in
Protecting Street Children

Since its establishment, ACCD has greatly focused on the issue of street children, 
through the initiative of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, and exerted genuine efforts 
that resulted in implementing projects aiming at protecting street children; e.g. «Project of 
Protecting Street Children» (2007 – 2013), which was implemented in five Arab countries: 
Sudan, Lebanon, Morocco, Yemen, and Egypt (the closure of the project in Egypt was 
made in the beginning of the year 2014). 
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On the seventh of May 2014, HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, the President of ACCD, 
and H.E. Ghada Wali, Minister of Social Solidarity, signed a cooperation protocol for the 
rehabilitation and inclusion of street children through education for hope. 
The project is based on providing rehabilitation and inclusion for 1000 of street children 
in one of the residential care institutions supervised by the Ministry of Social Solidarity, 
within a period of three years. The implementation 
strategy of this project stems from a comprehensive 
reform based on viewing the institution (residential care 
institution) as a total unit for performing integrated reform, 
on both administrative and knowledge levels. This is 
done to ensure sustainability, extend the project to other 
institutions and increase the number of beneficiaries of 
street children. The project is implemented through five 
main stages as follows: (1) children's preparation and 
self-discovery through various arts (music – theatre – 
drawing – photography); (2) empowering children with life 
skills; (3) literacy and education; (4) inclusion of children 
in a specific life track; and (5) social inclusion. 

 Signing Cooperation Protocol for the
Rehabilitation and Inclusion of Street Children in Egypt

2014 – 2016

This project is 
distinguished as it 

provides direct care 
and develops training 

and educational content 
based on the concept 
of education for hope 
that can be replicated 

by the Ministry in all its 
care institutions to be 

attractive.
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The Project of Rehabilitation and Inclusion of Street 
Children through Education for Hope «I Have Chosen Hope»

(2014 -2016)

Intellectual Framework: 
ACCD is implementing a project aiming at providing rehabilitation and social inclusion for 

street children through the philosophy of education for hope, under the slogan «I have 

chosen hope». This project is implemented in Egypt in partnership with the Ministry of 

Social Solidarity, AGFUND and a number of other partners, as a guiding model to be 

replicated in Arab countries. 

The project aims at providing rehabilitation and social inclusion for 1000 of street 
children through the concept of education for hope, which is considered to be a 
main component in the process of comprehensive upbringing based on social 
justice and building effective and enlightened human capital.

Project	  
Management	

 	  
Monitoring	  –	  
Evalua4on	  	  

	 Partners	  	Scien4fic	  
Commi9ee	

Project	  
Components	

 	
Enabling	  Environment	  	  

	
Capacity	  Building	  	

 	  
Children	  Rehabilita4on	  

Programs	  	  
	

Prepara4on	  &	  Gaining	  
Confidence	 	  

Educa4on	  for	  Hope	  &	  	  
Self-‐discovery	  

	
Developing	  Life	  Skills	  	

Inclusion	  in	  Society	

Reviewing	  
legisla4on	  &	  

laws	  

	
	

 Governance	  
of	  

governmental	  
residen4al	  

care	  
ins4tu4ons	  	  

	 	
Civil	  Society	  

Organiza4ons	  and	  
Government	  	  
Networking	  

	

 	  
Training:	  Social	  &	  

psychological	  workers/	  
technical	  and	  

administra4ve	  cadres	  
in	  residen4al	  care	  
ins4tu4ons/	  media	  

cadres	  	  	  

	

Advocacy	  	

 	  
Li
te
ra
cy
–	  
Ed
uc
a4

on
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 The implementation of this project depends on providing a new model
 for the inclusion of street children based on the rehabilitation and
 empowerment of children educationally and economically, stemming
 from the contemporary educational approaches, of what is known
 as Education for Hope Program. This is achieved through promoting
 children self-respect and
 developing their knowledge
 and self-awakening, in order
 to help them identifying
 their problems and creating
 a goal for their lives, as well
 as enabling them to acquire
 basic life skills and achieve
 social inclusion. The strategy
 of this project is based on
 the following aspects: (1)
 building the capacities of
 those working with street
 children to ensure the success
 and continuity of children
 inclusion, (2) establishing enabling environments through legislation
 and governance of residential care institutions, (3) networking among all
concerned parties, and (4) advocacy for building a new culture.
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ACCD's Achievements in 
Implementing the Project of the 
Rehabilitation and Inclusion of 
Street Children through Education 
for Hope 
ACCD has worked to implement the project 
in «Door El-Tarbiya Institution» at Giza 
Governorate. ACCD has achieved the following: 

1- Capacity Building of Social and 
Psychological Workers: 

Holding twelve workshops for more than 
seventy five social and psychological workers, 
as well as supervisors and teachers who are 
working in the headquarters of «Door El Tarbiya 
Institution». The training workshops tackled a 
number of issues including: child rights, theories 
and approaches of education for hope, social 
and psychological support, empowering staff to 
conduct case studies and perform training of life 
skills, in addition to governance and developing 
social and organizational relationships within 
the institution. 

2- Children Rehabilitation through Fields of 
Arts, Sports, and Education 
Work has started on training children in six 
artistic fields: music, rhythm, storytelling, acting, 
drawing, puppets, and Sculpture. A number of 
205 children (6-18 years) are currently trained 
to these arts. It is expected that the beginning 
of 2015 will witness holding a ceremony to 
exhibit samples of works made by children in 
the training workshops, thus training will be 
upgraded to other stages of the inclusion and 
empowerment of children. 

16



A Seminar with Intellectual Figures and
Media Professionals on the Issue of Street Children

 ACCD organized a seminar on «rehabilitation and inclusion of street children through
 education for hope», on the 11th of March, 2014 in its headquarters. The seminar was attended
 by intellectual figures and media professionals representing mass media.
 The participants pointed out that social justice has to extend to tackle poverty problems, street
 children issue, and other social issues. In addition, despite the fact that the number of street
 children is a controversial issue, all indicators confirm that there is an enormous increase in
 their number during recent years. Therefore, it is necessary to work on saving those children
 from social injustice, and provide them with citizenship and decent life. It is time to stop calling
 those children «ticking time bombs», they should be described as a bliss that can be invested
 for the benefit of society.
 The seminar urged for social work towards
 promoting and advocating for this issue,
 in order to contribute in changing the
 prevailing negative attitude towards those
 children into a positive one, in addition to
 develop legislations, make the best use
 of all experiences implemented in Egypt,
 and extend partnerships with concerned
 institutions. Finally the participants
 expressed their commitment to working
 on advocating for this issue in media.

A Recommendation of the Arab Childhood Committee affiliated
to the League of Arab States (20th Session, November 2014)

Calling the technical secretariat to replicate the project of the
rehabilitation and inclusion of street children through education

 for hope «I have chosen hope» that is developed and implemented
 by ACCD, as a successful experience to be followed in tackling the

phenomenon of street children in Arab countries.

17



The manual aims 
at enabling media 
institution to 
promote 
Arab child rights 

Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights
ACCD, in cooperation with the League of Arab States (LAS) and funded by AGFUND, 
is seeking to establish media observatory for Arab child rights. This observatory aims at 
monitoring and following up the performance of Arab media towards the issues of child 
rights, as well as its commitment to professional standards, code of ethics, and rights 
based approach. 

Manual on Media Standards and Guidelines in Tackling the Issues of Child Rights 

In 2014, ACCD has finished the second stage of establishing the project of «Media 
Observatory for Arab Child Rights», which consists of drafting a manual on media 
standards and guidelines in tackling the issues of child rights. This manual targets 
media professionals and includes a list of indicators that would be used in measuring 
the degree of Arab media commitment to such professional standards. 
It is expected that this manual will enable Arab media institutions to draft media plans 
and policies promoting Arab child rights, in addition to monitoring its performance, 
aiming at eliminating professional and ethical violations of media's tackling of the issues 
of Arab child. 
Moreover, this manual includes a number of professional 
standards and guidelines on media's tackling of issues of child 
rights related to child participation, media coverage, advertising, 
new media, children with disabilities and gifted children. The 
manual provides a number of indicators to monitor media 
violations, as well as a number of practical models in some Arab 
countries

 The Stages of the Project of
«Media Observatory of Arab Child Rights»

 First Stage: Conducting a scientific study on the status of Arab media performance
 in the field of child rights. This study was done and launched in the 19th session of
 the Arab Childhood Committee (affiliated to the League of Arab States), that was
 held in Beirut during 2013.

 Second Stage: Developing media standards and guidelines in tackling the issues of
 child rights. ACCD has drafted a manual on these standards and guidelines, which
 will be launched in cooperation with the League of Arab States.

 Third Stage: The procedural operation of the observatory based on training media
 professionals and monitors, as well as networking with mass media and developing
 regular reports on media performance in the field of child rights. It is decided that
 ACCD will start working on implementing this stage in cooperation with its partners.
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The Meetings of the Advisory Committee of the
 Project of "Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights"

•	 The first meeting was held on the 13th of March 2014 at the headquarters of ACCD 
in Cairo, to discuss the conceptual framework of the manual on media standards 
and guidelines in tackling the issues of child 
rights. 

•	 Second Meeting was held on the 17th of 
August 2014, in the headquarters of the 
League of Arab States in Cairo, to discuss the 
first draft of the manual on media standards 
and guidelines in tackling the issues of child 

 The year 2015 will witness holding consultative meetings with Arab
 media professionals, in order to achieve general consensus towards
 the media standards and guidelines, to be adopted and applied in
 media institutions, in preparation for printing and launching its final
 version.

Media Observatory-Related Recommendations at the 20th

Session of the Arab Childhood Committee
(affiliated to the League of Arab States) 

Calling the technical secretariat to cooperate and coordinate with ACCD in 
implementing the following: 
1.	 Holding regional training workshops for media professionals on child rights during 

the year 2015. 
2.	 Holding workshops with media professionals on the document of «Media 

Standards and Guidelines in Tackling the Issues of Child Rights». 
3.	 Calling member states to work towards spreading the document of media standards 

and guidelines, and considering it a main reference related to media and child 
rights, in addition to disseminating it among all media outlets and advocating for 
its commitment with the content of this document. 

4.	 Calling member states to consider the possibility of hosting and funding the 
program of training media professionals in the field of child rights, in addition to 
providing technical and financial support for the operation of media observatory 
for Arab child rights. 

5.	 Expressing thankfulness and appreciation to ACCD for developing and updating 
the Training Manual for Media Professionals on Spreading the Culture of Child 
Rights. 
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Training Media Professionals on 
Spreading the Culture of Child Rights

ACCD has exerted various efforts in the field of spreading the culture of child rights 
and combating violence against children through working with media professionals. The 
choice of this category stems from a recognition of the fact that media is a main partner 
in promoting the efforts of child protection, as well as an acknowledgement of its pivotal 
role, especially in recent times, thus media has become the key and essential platform 
for addressing the issues of child rights. 

Developing the Training Manual for Media Professionals
on Spreading the Culture of Child Rights 
ACCD, funded by AGFUND, has concluded developing the Training Manual for Media 
Professionals on Spreading the Culture 
of Child Rights. The Manual consists 
of two complementary parts, namely: a 
Training Manual for Media Professionals 
and a Resource Manual. The Manual 
aims at enabling media professionals to 
acquire knowledge and understanding 
of child rights and capacity building, in 
addition to promoting values and ethics 
of media performance as applied to child 
rights, and to promote the culture of child 
rights in media environment. 

400 media professionals 
from 18 Arab countries 
are members in the 
Arab Media Network for 
Spreading the Culture 
of Child Rights and 
Combating Violence 
against Children
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A Training Workshop for Media Professionals on Protecting the 
Rights of Children without Parental Care

«Please know me; I am not just an orphan»
Funded by AGFUND, and in partnership with Wataniya Society for the Development of 
Orphanages, ACCD held a training workshop for media professionals on protecting the 
rights of children without parental care, under the slogan «Please know me, I am not just 
an orphan», during the period 7 – 8 April 2014.  
This workshop was organized in the context of celebrating the Arab Day for Orphans, 
stemming from the recognition of the importance 
of addressing the issue of children without 
parental care, and the pivotal and effective 
role of media as a main partner in raising 
awareness of development issues. This 
workshop is considered to be a continuation 
and coordination with national and Arab efforts 
exerted for spreading the culture of child rights 
in general, and children without parental care in 
particular. 
This workshop aimed at raising awareness 
of the rights, protection and care of children 
without parental care, in addition to providing 
media professionals with a background to 
promote their role in protecting those children, 
and investing modern technologies of mass 
media in raising public awareness of child rights 
in general and children without parental care in 
particular.  
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First Arab Scout Forum for Young Media Professionals 
«New Media Makers»

In partnership among ACCD, Arab Scout Organization, and Alaa Eldien Magazine, the 
First Arab Scout Forum for Young Media Professionals under the slogan «New Media 
Makers» was held during the period 22 – 26 June 2014 at the headquarters of the Arab 
Scout Organization in Cairo. 
A number of 50 scouts (12 -17 years old) participated in the Forum, representing 11 

countries: Jordon, United Arab 
Emirates, Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Oman, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Libya, and Egypt. 
This Forum is an initiative launched 
by Arab Scout Region aiming at 
building an Arab media scout team 
of young scouts who are able to 
express themselves, represent scout 
movement, and spread its principles 
and noble values in mass media, 
with recognition of rights and duties 
regarding social media networks. 
During the Forum, ACCD presented a 
number of sessions on child rights and 
media, the best use of social media 
networks, in addition to training on 
the website of Arab Children Forum 
«sawa-online.org» that was launched 
by ACCD. 
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 Arab Civil Society Forum for Children 
What is the Forum? 
The Arab Civil Society Forum for Children is a periodical gathering aiming at 
institutionalizing efforts of Arab civil society organizations in the field of childhood. It has 
a permanent secretariat and an advisory committee of Arab organizations, in addition 
to a website (www.megdaf.org), and more than 400 member organizations. The Forum 
aims at raising developmental awareness about the issues of children in the Arab World, 
and it adopts rights and development approach, stemming 
from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
ACCD is continuing its efforts in the preparations of 
holding the Fifth Arab Civil Society Forum for Children 
in 2015, funded by AGFUND, and in partnership with the 
League of Arab States and a number of other partners. 

The Study of Children Participation in the Arab Countries
Stemming from its belief in the importance of activating child rights including the right to 
participation, and in the context of its efforts towards filling the existing knowledge gaps 
in the fields of Arab child rights, ACCD has initiated – funded by AGFUND – to develop 
a study on «Children Participation in the Arab Countries». The study was conducted in 
eight Arab countries (Jordon – Tunisia – Saudi Arabia – Sudan – Iraq – Qatar – Lebanon 
– Egypt), to identify the practices of Arab children to their right to participation, and 
opportunities and challenges in the Arab culture. 
The study, printed by the Egyptian General Authority of Cultural Palaces, consists of eight 
chapters tackle the following issues: 
•	 Theoretical approach of children participation in the Arab countries.
•	 The demographical, legislative and institutional status of childhood in the Arab 

countries.
•	 Children participation between knowledge and behavior 

from parenthood to partnership. 
•	 Children participation in family, school, civil society and 

media.
•	 Obstacles of Participation and methods of overcoming 

them. 
Moreover, the study sheds light on identifying the relationship of 
children participation and their abilities to recognize their rights, 
and protect themselves from risks, violence, and abuse, aiming 
at developing an alternative model of social upbringing based 
on flexibility, encouraging initiatives, free interaction, learning 
through participation, recognizing pluralism and diversity, in the 
context of a relationship based on non-discrimination among 
children and placing the interest of the child above all other interests. 
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Tunisia Children Forum

ACCD, in cooperation with the Tunisian Ministry of Youth, Sports, Women and Families, 
and Unicef office in Tunisia, held Tunisia Children Forum during the period 23 – 27 
March 2014, under the slogan «Participation is our Right and Protection». The Forum 
was attended by a number of 30 children from different parts of Tunisia. 
The children were provided with trainings by an elite of Arab experts who tackled the 
concept of participation through arts (acting, photography, story writing, and articles), and 
the related issues included in the Training Manual on Children Participation, developed 
by ACCD. This is addition to a presentation on the website of Arab Children Forum 
(www.sawa-online), launched by ACCD. 

ACCD is working on the 
preparations of the Second 
Arab Children Forum to be 
held in parallel with the Fifth 
Arab Civil Society Forum for 
Children in 2015. 

Arab Children Forum
Towards an Effective Participation of Children

Arab Children Forum aims at emphasizing children's right to participation, 
encouraging and facilitating their effective participation, and working towards 
promoting the suitable social environment for this participation. The Forum is 
considered to be a safe mechanism enabling children to express their opinions for 
concerned people and decision makers. 
In 2010, ACCD has initiated to hold the Founding Conference of Arab Children 
Forum, followed by holding the First Forum in 2012, in addition to hosting and 
supervising the headquarters 
secretariat of Arab Children Forum, 
as well as Establishing an interactive 
website for the Arab Children Forum 
whereby children will be able to 
express their opinions regarding 
issues related to them.  
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The Inclusion of Children with Disabilities 

This Project aims at providing a scientific guiding model to the inclusion of children with 
disabilities in education and society, within the framework of the new upbringing model. 
The philosophy of this project is based on the integrated social approach and system 
of society where children with disabilities live, taking into account their potentialities, 
abilities, and level of knowledge and achievement, asserting that children with disabilities 
must be granted their legitimate and legal rights through inclusion in education programs 
designed very carefully in order to balance the psychological, emotional, physical and 
social aspects, appropriately and necessarily needed for the children in all stages and 
times. 

1.	 Guiding Manual on the Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in 
Education and Society

ACCD has worked on drafting guiding manual on the inclusion of Arab children with 
disabilities, under the supervision of a scientific committee, and with the participation of 
a number of Arab researchers and experts specialized in the fields of disability, special 
education, and the inclusion of children with disabilities. 

The manual tackles the concept of inclusion in the Arab 
environment and education, as well as the rehabilitation 
based on society and comprehensive development, and 
standards of the inclusion of Arab children with disabilities 
in education. The manual explains what should be done 

to provide inclusion for 
those children in the current 
stage, regarding the type 
and severity of the disability, 
the suitable programs and 
technologies, in addition 
to reviewing international 
and Arab experiences and 
conventions in the field of 
inclusion.

2.  Children's Stories on Promoting the Concept of Inclusion
In the context of working towards raising awareness of children with disabilities and 
their peers of normal children regarding the importance of inclusion process, ACCD is 
working on preparing stories for children to explain, through drawings and storytelling, the 
meaning  and benefit of inclusion, aiming at arousing their enthusiasm and encouraging 
them to participate in the process of inclusion. 

The manual focuses 
on mental disability, 
autism, motor 
disabilities, and 
visual and hearing 
disabilities 
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At ACCD's headquarters, the Community Forum to Raise Awareness of the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities was held on the 4th of June 2014, under the slogan «Full 
Inclusion is Equal Opportunities and Rights». The Forum was organized by ACCD, 
Hawaa Almostakbel Society for Developing Family and Environment and Internews 
Organization, in the context of the Global Campaign for Education of the year 2014. 
The Forum aimed at raising awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities according 
to Egypt's new constitution (2014), and identifying the challenges of the inclusion of those 
persons in the Egyptian society. In addition, the Forum reviewed various experiences in 

the field of inclusion, including the experience of 
a deaf photographer, and a documentary film on 
persons with disabilities.
It is worth mentioning that social inclusion is 
considered to be one of the main issues of 
ACCD's new strategic plan that is based on 
providing inclusion as a right guaranteed 
to persons with disabilities according to 

international conventions, 
through equality of rights 
and duties, participation 
and non-discrimination, 
to ensure the realization 
of inclusion in society in 
general, and in education 
in particular. 

Community Forum to Raise Awareness of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

"Full Inclusion is Equal Opportunities and Rights"

The Forum aimed at raising 
awareness on the rights of 
persons with disabilities 
according to Egypt's new 
Constitution (2014), and 
identifying the challenges 
of the inclusion of those 
persons in the Egyptian 
society. In addition, the Forum 
reviewed various experiences 
in the field of inclusion, 
including the experience of 
a deaf photographer, and a 
documentary film on persons 
with disabilities.
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Knowledge Development for Upbringing

This Project aims at providing knowledge development 
of upbringing policies for promoting the new model, and 
monitoring the status of upbringing and citizenship in the 
Arab word, in the context of the post-2015 developmental 
goals.The implementation of this project will be in three 
phases, as follows: 
First Phase: Knowledge development of individuals 
working in educational and local parliaments to promote 
applying the new model through identifying the legislation 
and policies of child upbringing. 
Second Phase: Knowledge development of upbringing 
policies for those who are concerned with promoting 
applying the new upbringing model, through a number of workshops. 
Third Phase: Issuing a report on the extent of achieving upbringing and citizenship in 
the context of the achievements made in the light of the Millennium Development Goals, 
the post-2015 developmental goals, and the new upbringing model that ACCD seeks to 
develop. 

ACCD will seek to 
develop a periodical 
report tackles the 
issues of Arab 
childhood from a 
comprehensive 
approach, in order to 
monitoring the status 
of Arab child 

Guiding Manual on Developing Child Protection Policies 
in the Arab Region According to Rights-based Approach

ACCD, funded by AGFUND, has drafted a guiding manual on developing child 
protection polices in the Arab region according to rights-based approach, aiming 
at providing opportunities, mechanisms, measures, and social and economic 
arrangements that ensure enabling environment for guaranteeing protection of rights, 
as well as developing children's abilities and the access and enjoyment of their rights. 
This Guiding Manual consists of two main sections 
followed by a conclusion. The first section introduces 
the general principles of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC).The second section addresses the 
implications of adopting a rights-based approach to 
develop comprehensive child protection policies in the 
Arab region, including the following fields: child right 
to life, survival and development, right to adequate 
standard of living, child right to develop his/her abilities, 
and child right to special protection. The conclusion 
includes a summary and general approaches regarding 
developing child protection polices in the Arab region 
according to rights-based approach. 
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Preparations for Drafting a Regional Report on 
Upbringing and Citizenship

ACCD is currently working on the preparations for drafting a 
regional report on the issue of upbringing and citizenship, aiming 
at monitoring the status of upbringing and citizenship in the Arab 
countries, in accordance with the required action in the context of 
post-2015 developmental agenda. 
The report is based on linking the new upbringing model with the 
post-2015 developmental agenda, and achieving an integrated 
approach of social justice which includes: 1) social policies 
providing protection and development, 2) citizenship based 
on principles of democracy, freedom, and equality for all, and 
3) developing enabling environments and human abilities among children. The 
aim is to promote children's sense of belonging to their societies, values, environments, 
and cultures, as well as recognizing their rights and duties, and encouraging them to 
efficient social participation and respecting other cultures and opinions. 

The report 
monitors 

the required 
actions for 

the post-2015 
developmental 

agenda. 

A New Issue of Childhood and Development Quarterly
«Creativity and Children's Culture»

ACCD issued the twenty first issue of Childhood and Development Quarterly (a 
specialized scientific periodical), that aims at enriching the Arab scientific knowledge, 
mobilizing the Arab public opinion towards childhood development  and child rights 
issues, as well as encouraging Arab researchers to publish their studies and 
researchers. 
The current issue has tackled creativity and culture, as a 
recognition of the importance of the culture received by children 
in families, schools, and society. This culture must be extended 
to include the inputs of children and their own culture, due to 
the fact that children have a right to participate and express 
themselves, as well as contribute in establishing their culture. 
In particular, the current issue includes a number of topics 
ranging from studies, researches and articles on the culture 
that meets children›s needs, discovers their talents, in addition 
to arousing their imagination,  urging them to participate. Such 
culture is considered to be the cure to what our children are 
exposed to in present and future times. 
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Cooperation between AGFUND, ACCD, AOU, and the 
Egyptian Ministry of Education in the field

of Early Childhood Development 

ACCD organized a meeting with the Egyptian Ministry of Education on the 17th of 
November 2014 at the ministry's headquarters. The meeting was participated by 
H.E. Dr. Medhat Abou Alnasr, Minister of Education, Mr. Jibrin El Jibrin, Director 
of Projects in AGFUND, Dr. Hassan Al Bilawi, Secretary General of ACCD, and 
Dr. Ghada Gholam, the representative of Arab Open 
University (AOU). 

The meeting aimed at discussing forms of cooperation 
between the Ministry of Education and the three organizations, 
chaired by HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, in the field of early 
childhood development, through developing Early Childhood 
Center, which exists in the educational city at 6th of October 
City, to be a pioneering regional center. 

The program, that will be implemented under the 
sponsorship of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, aims 
at improving methods and systems of children's education to 
keep up with contemporary developments in education, as 
well as building a pool of experts of distinguished cadres (a 
number of 50 experts in TOT), to be a reference in training and 
developing educational thinking in the field of early childhood. 
The program also targets providing capacity building for 
1000 teachers, and scholarships for general diploma in education granted by AOU for a 
number of 200 teachers. 

Developing Early 
Childhood Center 

(at the 6th of October 
City), to be a 

pioneering regional 
center, through 

providing capacity 
building for 1000 
teachers and 200 
scholarships for 

general diploma in 
education
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ACCD's Participation in the 20th Session of the 
Arab Childhood Committee and its Parallel Events

ACCD participated in the activities of the 20th Session of the Arab Childhood Committee 
affiliated to the League of Arab States, which was held in its headquarters in Cairo 
during the period 10 – 11 November 2014, under the slogan «Children are our future», 
and in parallel with the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The 
session was attended by the representatives of higher councils and national committees 
of childhood in seventeen Arab countries. 
During this session, ACCD made presentations on a 
number of projects included in its strategic plan (2014-
2016), as follows: 1) Rehabilitation and Inclusion of 
Street Children through Education for Hope, which is 
implemented in partnership with the Ministry of Social 
Solidarity in Egypt, 2) the Fifth Arab Civil Society Forum for 
Children, 3) Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights, and 
4) Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in Education 
and Society. The Arab Childhood Committee expressed its 
thankfulness and appreciation to ACCD for initiating such 
important projects, and recommended its implementation 
in cooperation with the Department of Women, Family and 
Childhood at the League of Arab States. 
Moreover, ACCD participated in parallel events of the 
20th session, including the 2nd meeting of Arab Advisory 
Committee on Child Rights, as well as the 12th session of 
Arab Committee on Combating Violence against Children, 
which were held on the 12th of November 2014. 
Worth mentioning is that ACCD was honored by the 
National Committee for Childhood in Saudi Arabia, and the Child Protection Center 
affiliated to the Ministry of Interior in the United Arab Emirates.

ACCD made 
presentations on a 
number of projects 
tackling the issues 

of the rehabilitation 
and inclusion of 
Street Children, 

media observatory 
for Arab child rights, 

the inclusion of 
Arab children with 

disabilities, and the 
Arab Civil Society 

Forum for Children
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ACCD Partners
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