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"Child development is an essential approach to every effort that seeks to 

achieve real human development for the advancement of our homelands."* 

 

Talal Bin Abdul Aziz  

 

 

*Quoted from the sayings of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, the President of the 

Arab Council for Childhood and Development (ACCD), (http://princetalal.net).       

 

  

http://princetalal.net/
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Introduction 

By the end of 2016, we conclude the Strategy implemented by the Arab Council for 

Childhood and Development (ACCD) over the last three years (2014-2016) under the 

patronage of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz; with a view to introduce a new model 

for upbringing Arab children based on a rights approach, seeking to develop hope by 

enhancing children's awareness, awakening their inner self, releasing their energies and 

building their capacities. Today, we can say that ACCD, based on its vision and 

accumulated experience in its various scientific and intellectual tracks and with the 

support of the Arab Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND), has adopted an 

integrated philosophical and educational Project that focuses on the principles of 

democracy, freedom and social justice, so as to achieve positive citizenship and to move 

towards the establishment of the knowledge society. 

During 2016, ACCD worked on a set of studies that helped to build the theoretical, 

conceptual and methodological framework of the upbringing model and to develop a set 

of strategies and mechanisms that would create the favorable conditions and formulate 

the educational and societal policies in support of that model, in connection with the 

applications carried out by ACCD in the implementation of the components of its 

Strategy; i.e. the Rehabilitation and Integration of Children in Street Situations under 

the slogan "I Have Chosen Hope", the Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights, Early 

Childhood Development, the Integration of Children with Disabilities in Education and 

Society and the Rights-based Protection Policies. 

Launching a new phase of work in its next Strategy (2017-2020), through which work on 

this new model in the field of upbringing shall continue, ACCD extends its sincere 

thanks and gratitude to HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, ACCD President, for his 

continued support for its undertakings. We also extend our thanks to the AGFUND, 

the strategic supporter of ACCD march, as well as to the members of the Board of 

Trustees and all the partners, experts and researchers who added a lot to ACCD and 

who are always supportive in its march of development. 

May God bless our efforts.   

Dr. Hassan Al Bilawi  

Secretary General   
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The Twelfth Session of ACCD's Board of Trustees 

HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz Confirms His Continuous Support to 

ACCD to Move Forward in Achieving its Mission of Development 

 

The Members of the Board of Trustees: ACCD undertakes unique work 

in building a model of upbringing Arab children, based on rights-based 

approach, protection, participation and self-building, emphasizing that 

ACCD is an Arab organization with an agenda compatible with the Arab 

peculiarity 

Under the chairmanship of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, ACCD's President, the 12th 

Session of ACCD's Board of Trustees has been held on the 28th of February 2016 in 

Cairo. Among the works of that Session was reviewing ACCD's achievements throughout 

the year 2015, approving 2016 Plan of Action and budget and recommending the 

preparation of ACCD's Strategic Plan for the years 2017–2020. In addition, HRH Prince 

Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, President of ACCD and AGFUND, signed ACCD Institutional 

Support Agreement. 

 

The Children of "Door El Tarbiya" Institution (affiliated to the Ministry of Social 

Solidarity), where ACCD's Project "I Have Chosen Hope" is implemented, have 

extended their thankfulness to HRH Prince Talal and expressed their hopes and 

dreams for a better tomorrow.     
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ACCD Board of Trustees 

Chairman of the Board 

 

HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz 

Members of the Board (in alphabetical order):  

   
Ms. Ghada Al-Dhakheel   

Human Development Expert 

(Childhood Development – Women 

Empowerment) Projects - Arab 

Gulf Programme for Development 

(AGFUND)   

Dr. Ghada Gholam 

Ex-officer in charge of 

UNESCO Cairo Office 

Senior Education Specialist  

 

Mr. Ghanem Bebei 

Expert in Health & 

Education Development  

 

   
Dr. Hassan El Bilawi 

Secretary General          
Arab Council for Childhood 

and Development (ACCD) 

 

Mr. Jibrin El-Jibrin 

Director of Projects -  Arab 

Gulf Programme for 

Development (AGFUND) 

 

Eng. Nabil Samuel 

Expert in the Field of Human 

Development - (Vice 

Chairman of the Board) 

 

  
 

Dr. Nahla  Kahwagi 

Professor of Childhood 

Studies - King Abdul Aziz 

University 

 

Mr. Nasser Al-Qahtani 

Executive Director          
Arab Gulf Programme for 

Development (AGFUND)   

 

Dr. Sima Bahous      
Assistant Secretary General 

– Assistant Administrator 

and Regional Director 

Regional Bureau of Arab 

States, UNDP 
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Under the Patronage of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz 

Cairo hosts AGFUND Meeting of the Higher Committee to Strengthen 

the Partnership between Development Organizations Founded by HRH 

Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz   

Under the patronage and chairmanship of HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, AGFUND, in 

partnership with ACCD, has organized the Sixth Meeting of the Higher Committee to 

Strengthen the Partnership between the Development Organizations Founded by HRH 

Prince Talal and the Media Development Dialogue Forum, during the period 13-14 July 

2016 in Cairo. The Meeting has been attended by HRH Prince Turki Bin Talal Bin Abdul 

Aziz and the directors of more than 15 development organizations, as well as a number 

of media professionals.      

The meeting aimed at spotting the key steps taken by AGFUND and the other 

development organizations founded by HRH Prince Talal in some Arab countries, in order 

to consolidate future efforts and plans in line with the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), along with coordinating the plans and performances of these organizations with 

the changes of the International Development Program and the actual needs of Arab 

citizens.   

Agreeing on AGFUND's proposed model for developmental partnership among 

institutions, based on several themes, the most important of which are training, 

education, studies, research and exchange of expertise in the fields of early 

childhood, financial inclusion, child rights and women empowerment  
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HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz has signed four Memorandums of Understanding 

(MOUs) for projects funded by AGFUND; two MOUs with ACCD on the second 

phase of "I have Chosen Hope" Project and "Upgrading the Center of Kindergartens 

Development" Project, the third MOU with the Center for Arab Women for Training 

and Research "CAWTAR" on the role of civil society and media in achieving the 

SDGs, and the fourth MOU with the Open Arab University on the Conference of 

"Arab Teacher Preparation".  

 

 

Mr. Nasser Al-Qahtani, Executive Director of AGFUND, has chaired the sessions of the 2nd day of the meeting. 

 

 

AGFUND is the Strategic Supporter of ACCD's Achievements 

AGFUND is undoubtedly ACCD's strategic supporter in achieving its development 

goals to promote the rights of the Arab child. ACCD has become the AGFUND's 

executive arm in implementing the projects that target the development of the 

Arab child, particularly in the fields of early childhood, children in street situations, 

child friendly media and protection policies.     
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ACCD's Strategic Plan (2014 – 2016) 

 
 

ACCD's Vision:  
 

ACCD is seeking to be a leading organization in the field of child rights 

in the Arab world, and a reference for institutions, individuals and 

families to raising up of an Arab child able to participate in the 

development of his society and deal with the rapid global changes.  

  

 

ACCD's Mission:  
 

ACCD works towards developing an Arab environment that promotes 

child rights in development, protection, participation and inclusion, 

within the context of the family and the society, through cooperation 

and effective partnership with governmental, non-governmental, 

regional and international organizations, in order to enable children to 

participate and interact positively in life, accept others, and love their 

homeland.   
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ACCD's Achievements in 2016 
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A New Model of Upbringing Arab Children in a Changing World   

ACCD has adopted a strategic vision that stems from its accumulated experience 

and in line with various theoretical and practical approaches, in order to develop a 

new model of upbringing Arab children. The model is based on rights-based approach 

that aims at developing children's awareness and self-awakening, unleashing their 

human energies of rational and creative thinking, as well as building their cognitive 

capacities, skills and ethics in education and family, along with developing social 

inclusion, in order to achieve positive citizenship, thus establishing knowledge 

society, which relies on rationality, critical thinking, creativity and the principles 

of social justice. 

 

Upbringing Model in a Changing World  

 

According to the findings of the Study on 

the Social Upbringing for Children in the 

Arab Countries, conducted by ACCD and 

funded by AGFUND in six Arab countries 

(Tunisia – Sudan – Saudi Arabia – Iraq – 

Lebanon – Egypt), ACCD has held a series of 

workshops and meetings with Arab experts. 

During the year 2016, ACCD has developed 

the conceptual and theoretical framework 

for an alternative Arab model for upbringing children from a modern and integrated 

perspective. The new model seeks to make changes in the visions, ideas and practices 

of upbringing; a matter that shall have a long-term impact on the Arab personality who 

is capable to work.       

Applying this model requires developing new strategies and mechanisms, 

along with drafting general educational and social policies compatible 

with ensuring and protecting child rights  
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ACCD has completed drafting its Strategic Plan for the years 2017–

2020 on its Model of Education for Hope, based on replicating the 

Upbringing Model in the Arab region.  

 

 

"Upbringing in a Changing World and a New Mind for a New Society" 

is the Slogan of the Fifth Forum 

 
In the context of ACCD's efforts, funded by AGFUND, towards 

institutionalizing the efforts of the Arab civil society organizations 

working in the field of childhood, through adopting a developmental 

rights-based approach that addresses the main topics of childhood in the 

Forum's sessions, ACCD has completed the preparatory stages for the Fifth Arab 

Civil Society Forum for Children, which will be held in Cairo during the year 2017, in 

partnership with AGFUND and the League of Arab States (LAS).  
The Fifth Forum aims at shedding light on ACCD's proposed Model of Upbringing 

Children in a Changing World" and its applications in early childhood and children in 

street situations, through reviewing related studies and research papers, in addition 

to identifying the vision of Arab civil society on the proposed Model, exchanging 

experiences on the fields of upbringing at the regional and international levels and 

discussing "The Post-2015 Development Agenda for Investment in Arab Childhood", 

prepared by LAS.        
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"Education for Hope" for the Rehabilitation and  

Inclusion of Children in Street Situations 

"I Have Chosen Hope" 

 

ACCD continues the implementation of the "Rehabilitation and Inclusion of Children in 

Street Situations through Education for Hope" Project in "Door El-Tarbiya" Institution 

for Social Welfare, according to the mutual protocol signed between HRH Prince Talal 

Bin Abdul Aziz, ACCD's President, and H.E. Ghada Wali, Minister of Social Solidarity in 

Egypt during the year 2014. The Project aims at rehabilitating children in street 

situations (referred to as the Children of Hope) through education for hope, building 

the capacity of the workers dealing with these children and advocating for their rights 

in decent life within a supportive legislative and institutional environment, along with 

networking among the concerned parties.  

The Project applies a new approach for rehabilitation and inclusion, based on self-

rebuilding and raising awareness, as well as respecting children's rights, developing 

their knowledge and empowering them. The Project also provides a pioneer model 

of effective partnership and cooperation between governmental institutions and civil 

society. 

ACCD Partners  
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Rehabilitation for Children of Hope to Obtain ICDL Certificates and 

Literacy Programs for Children and Workers 

On the 30th of May 2016, ACCD held a Ceremony on the 

occasion of a number of children and workers at "Door El-

Tarbiya" Institution for Social Welfare obtaining literacy 

certificates, along with the opening of the first training 

workshop on the rehabilitation of children to obtain ICDL 

certificates.  

This event is a milestone in the Project since receiving such 

certificates by children of hope is deemed a beginning of a 

brighter future for them. Further, training children of hope 

to obtain ICDL certificates is a bridge of hope for those 

children to cross and reach out to an age they own its tools. 

Thus, the Project achieves its objective of the rehabilitation 

and inclusion of those children in a decent human life through confidence, education for hope, 

self-discovery and the development of life skills eligible for social inclusion.  

During the ceremony, the Advisor of the Minister of Social Solidarity expressed his 

appreciation to ACCD for the efforts exerted in implementing that Project, which has 

produced a qualitative leap in the experience and practice of social workers, calling ACCD 

to continue its cooperation with the Ministry to support this Project.   

 A Study on an Integrated Vision for Upbringing Children in Street Situations 

In context with the new upbringing model adopted by ACCD, and based on the field 

experience of implementing the Project of "I have Chosen Hope" in "Door El-Tarbiya" 

Institution for Social Welfare, ACCD is working on drafting a study that aims at 

developing an integrated model of upbringing children in street situations, in order to 

reach a comprehensive development vision for the rehabilitation of those children and 

empowering them to social adjustment.  

The study includes an assessment of the current efforts and international experiences 

to rehabilitate children in street situations, as it seeks to provide a guiding model of 

working in this field in Egypt and Arab countries. In 2016, ACCD developed the 

conceptual framework and the first draft of the study planned to be launched in the 

Fifth Arab Civil Society Forum for Children, to be held in 2017.     
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ACCD's strategy of implementing the topics of this Project relies on "education for 

hope" through utilizing the various arts in the process of children's rehabilitation 

and self-development, as well as in life skills, education, health and sports.  

During the year 2016, ACCD has continued its work on the rehabilitation of the children 

in "Door El-Tarbiya" Institution for Social Welfare, in line with the topics of the 

Project. Key achievements include the following:  

Establishing a computer lab to obtain ICDL certificates in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Communications and the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and 

Statistics  

Capacity Building and Training: 

ACCD continues to hold training workshops for social workers 

and supervisors, as a key component of the Project, on the 

issues of child rights, education for hope and the psycho-social 

support.  

Education:     

In cooperation with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry 

of Youth and Sports, ACCD works in formal education, 

community education and technical education.  

Literacy:  

In collaboration with the General Authority for Literacy and 

Adult Education, ACCD works on providing literacy programs to 

the children and workers in "Door El-Tarbiya" Institution for Social Welfare. The first 

group was graduated in May 2016.  

Sports:  

In coordination with ACCD, the Ministry 

of Youth and Sports has completed the 

rehabilitation of sports playgrounds.  
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Arts:  

Art is used as a tool for the rehabilitation of all children, as it contributes in developing 

their mental and creative abilities. Therefore, ACCD continues holding artistic 

workshops for children with artists (in the presence of social and psychological 

specialists) in the fields of music, theatre, and graphic arts, in order to discover and 

develop the talents of those children and forming artistic teams of them in various arts.  

 

Health:  

ACCD cooperates with a number of concerned authorities to organize medical convoys, 

conduct examinations and provide treatments, along with continuing to establish health 

files for each of the children in "Door El-Tarbiya" Institution for Social Welfare.  

 

Life Skills & Self-Development:  

ACCD has conducted more than 500 sessions with 

children to provide them with the personal and 

social skills and behaviors essential for their 

rehabilitation and inclusion in society.  
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Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights 

Child Friendly Media 

ACCD continues to implement the components of the Project of the "Media Observatory 

for Arab Child Rights", funded by AGFUND in partnership with LAS, with a view to 

establish a media observatory to assert the professional guidelines for Arab media and 

rationalize the performance of media, as well as to enable media professionals to spread 

the culture of child rights and draft periodic reports that assess media performance, 

in order to achieve Child Friendly Media.  

During 2016, ACCD has achieved the following:  

Media Monitoring Manual 

ACCD issued the "Media Monitoring Manual" based on the 

"Professional Guidelines for Arab Media Addressing the Issues of 

Child Rights" prepared by ACCD and its partners, to be a basic guide 

for Arab media and to contribute in empowering media professionals 

with knowledge and understanding of child rights. The Manual 

includes scientific tools of monitoring and content analysis for 

traditional and new media channels.    

Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs adopts the Professional Guidelines  

In December 2016, the Council of Arab Ministers of Social Affairs has adopted the 

"Professional Guidelines for Arab Media Addressing the Issues of Child Rights" 

prepared by ACCD in partnership with LAS and AGFUND, in Cairo. In addition, the 

Professional Guidelines are in the process to be submitted to the Council of Arab 

Ministers of Telecommunications and Information to be adopted as a guiding document 

on addressing the issues of child rights in the Arab media.   

 Child Friendly Media   

Media that is based on child's empowerment, citizenship, social justice, freedom, 

transparency; promoting the principles of equality, non-discrimination, freedom of 

opinions and expression, credibility, clarity and objectivity; protecting the child's best 

interest and personal identity and ensuring his rights to privacy, respond and correction, 

for media to be a directive standard that guarantees and promotes child rights, with a 

view to reach Child Friendly Media.   
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Child Friendly Media Workshop in  

Collaboration with Al Ahram Foundation 

 

ACCD, in collaboration with Al-Ahram Regional Institute for Journalism affiliated to Al-

Ahram Foundation, LAS and AGFUND, has held a workshop on the addressing to Arab 

media to children's rights issues, under the slogan of "Child Friendly Media", on the 3rd 

and 4th of October 2016, with the participation of 35 media professionals from Al-

Ahram various publication outlets. 

Concluding the workshop, Mr. Ahmed El-Naggar, Chairman of the Al-Ahram Foundation, 

announced that the Al-Ahram Foundation, with all its publications, shall be child-friendly 

and shall commit to all the relevant guidelines, stressing that media is supposed to be 

not only child-friendly, but also a primary and basic sponsor thereof. The closing session 

of the workshop has witnessed signing a protocol of cooperation between ACCD and Al-

Ahram Regional Institute for Journalism, as well as the declaration and commitment to 

Professional Guidelines for Arab Media Addressing the Issues of Child Rights. 

Al-Ahram Foundation declares being a child friendly institution in media terms and 

commits to the Professional Guidelines for Arab Media Addressing the Issues of 

Child Rights 
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In line with the Arabic Workshops Series: 

Regional Workshop on Child Friendly Media in Jordan 

ACCD, in partnership with AGFUND, LAS, the National 

Council for Family Affairs and UNICEF (Jordan Office), 

has held a regional workshop on Professional Guidelines 

for Arab Media Addressing the Issues of Child Rights 

under the slogan of "Child Friendly Media", during the 

period 1-2 November 2016 in Amman, under the 

patronage and in the presence of HE Mr. Nabih Shukam 

Al Akram, the Jordanian Minister of Culture. 

The Workshop has been attended by more than 30 media representatives from the 

various media outlets and child-concerned institutions from eight Arab countries: 

Jordan, Iraq, Oman, Palestine, Lebanon, Libya, Egypt, Yemen. 

After the UAE, Lebanon and Egypt, 

journalists from 8 Arab countries announce 

their agreement and commitment to the 

Professional Guidelines for Arab Media 

Addressing the Issues of Child Rights.  

Effective Participation of the Parliament Children of Princess Salma 

Cultural Center in Jordan 

The events of this regional workshop have witnessed an 

effective participation of the parliament children of 

Princess Salma Bint Abdullah Cultural Center in Jordan, 

where a number of children presented their experience in 

the said parliament and asked for opportunities to 

participate in the preparation and broadcast of the media 

programs addressing them, in order to achieve the principle of participation, dialogue 

and freedom of opinion and to enhance their roles in public life.  

It is worth mentioning that ACCD, with the support of AGFUND, has previously 

contributed to the establishment of Princess Salma Bint Abdullah Cultural Center and 

the initiative of establishing Children's Parliament within the Center, in cooperation with 

the Jordanian Ministry of Culture. 
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"Children Are Making Their Media" 

Dialogue Session between Children and Media Professionals 

 

Under the slogan of "Child Friendly Media", ACCD, in cooperation with Justice and 

Support Center, has held a Dialogue Session entitled "Children Are Making Their 

Media" between children and media professionals specialized in children's media, on the 

1st of December 2016 at ACCD's headquarters in Cairo. The Session has been attended 

by the heads and editors-in-chief of children's magazines (Samir, Fares, Qatar Al-

Nada, and Alaa Eldin), radio and television program editors and presenters, 

representatives of relevant institutions and a number of artists and media 

professionals. 

Children are calling adults to treat them not as children and they prefer to deal 

with the new media 

ACCD Reviews the Professional Guidelines for Arab Media 

Addressing the Issues of Child Rights in Kuwait and the UAE 

 
ACCD has reviewed its experience in drafting the 

"Professional Guidelines for Arab Media Addressing the 

Issues of Child Rights" in the activities of the 4th Regional 

Conference on Child Protection Against Violence, during the 

period 18-20 April 2016, organized by the Supreme National 

Committee for Child Protection in Kuwait, the Arab Society 

for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (Arab-SPCAN), and the International 

Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN), as well as in the 

International Conference on Media Ethics and Laws held by the University of 

Sharjah during the period 27-28 April 2016 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
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Early Childhood Development 

Upgrading the Early Childhood Development Center in the Education City 

and Improving School Readiness in Partnership among AGFUND, ACCD, 

UNICEF, the Ministry of Education and the Arab Open University 

 

In line with the efforts exerted to develop early childhood, ACCD, in partnership with 

AGFUND, Arab Open University (AOU) and the UNICEF Office in Egypt, is 

implementing a Project on upgrading the Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) in 

the Education City in cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Education, so as to be 

an excellency model for early childhood that can be replicated in the Arab countries. 

The project aims to support the institutional capacity of the ECDC, develop excellency 

model for the centers of professional development pre-school (PDPS) and to improve 

school readiness and life skills of kindergarten children, as well as to provide academic 

scholarships to improve the efficiency of 200 distinguished kindergarten teachers. 

In 2016, ACCD has drafted the conceptual framework of the project in collaboration 

with the partners, in addition, ACCD is working on the preparation of a joint cooperation 

protocol between the partners and the Ministry of Education to implement the project 

in several Egyptian governorates.   

Moreover, ACCD has also completed the general framework of the training material to 

improve the efficiency and develop the skills of kindergarten teachers regarding 

improving school readiness of preschool children (Trainer's Guide - Trainee's Guide). 

Workshops were held with kindergarten teachers and some experts in this filed on the 

suggested training material, as well as preparing a concept of the evaluation tools of the 

training programs. 

Developing a Center of PDP, which is an upgraded kindergarten to provide continuous 

services of professional development for itself and a cluster of kindergartens  
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A New Issue of Khatwa Magazine, Specialized in Early Childhood 

ACCD has reissued Khatwa Magazine, which is a scientific periodical 

specialized in early childhood (age of 0-8 years), with a view to develop the 

awareness of practitioners and stakeholders in the field early childhood, 

as well as to disseminate enlightened pedagogical thought and build positive 

attitudes towards upbringing the Arab child, in accordance with a 

developmental human rights-based approach in light of the requirements 

of the knowledge society. 

During the year 2016, the editorial, scientific and advisory boards of the 

Magazine, including Arab experts in early childhood, were re-formed. The Scientific Committee 

held a number of meetings during which the regulations of the Magazine were determined, that 

include the vision and mission, the pedagogical and societal perspectives of the Magazine, the 

objectives and strategies of work, as well as publishing policies and procedures. 

Issue No. 29 of Khatwa Magazine has been released, which dedicated a special profile on the 

topic of "Child and Arts" that deals with art in its broad terms and not only as a means of 

entertainment. Art has even a main and essential pedagogical, psychological, social, therapeutic 

and rehabilitation roles. The Issue has also tackled other important topics through its various 

sections including articles, book reviews, experiences and coverage of seminars and conferences, 

with the participation of an elite of Arab researchers from Egypt, Lebanon, Algeria and Yemen. 

Khatwa works on publishing pedagogical articles and information that link theory and 

practice in a simplified scientific manner, through monitoring and surveying the views of 

the concerned parties, the pedagogical practitioners and the children, in addition to 

transferring and exchanging the Arab and international experiences and expertise. 

Honoring Dr. Hussein Kamel Bahaa Eldin 
On Tuesday, 18th October 2016, ACCD has organized a Seminar to honor and commemorate 

the late Dr. Hussein Kamel Bahaa Eldin, President of the Egyptian Association of Pediatrics 

and former Egyptian Minister of Education, in the presence of a group of intellectual, cultural 

and educational figures who emphasized that the late wanted to establish comprehensive and 

integrated vision in childhood development, ensuring and promoting children rights, as well as 

providing them with the necessary help and support, in addition to his comprehensive vision 

of knowledge, without fragmentation of the science, where the late has contributed to adopt 

the approaches of quality and creativity in education. 

 

It is worth mentioning that in 2003, when HE Dr. Hussein Kamel Bahaeldin was the Minister 

of Education, HRH Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz, President of ACCD and AGFUND, has 

supported the establishment of the Early Childhood Development Center in the Education 

City, which is being developed within the framework of the Early Childhood Development 

Project referred to in p. 22. 
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Seminar on "Preparing Children for the Future" in Partnership between 

ACCD and the Supreme Council of the Egyptian Universities 

ACCD, in partnership with the 

Committee of Childhood Studies and 

Kindergarten Sector affiliated to the 

Supreme Council of Egyptian 

Universities, has organized a scientific 

Seminar entitled "Preparing Children for 

the Future" on Thursday, 24th November 

2016 in Cairo, with the participation of a number of experts and researchers in the 

fields of childhood, as well as kindergarten teachers and supervisors in the Egyptian 

Ministry of Education, as well as representatives of the relevant institutions and media. 

The Seminar discussed a number of research papers on the upbringing of children on 

the culture of tolerance, as well as topics of malnutrition and its impact on the 

psychological development of children, readiness for school and human capital, 

preparation of children for the future and the objective indicators of the quality of 

psychological life for the future of children with special needs. The Seminar has also 

reviewed a number of experiences and efforts "towards a new model for upbringing 

Arab children" by ACCD, in addition to the Egyptian-Japanese experience and its impact 

on children preparation for the future, as implemented by the Ministry of Education in 

Egypt, along with representing the efforts exerted by the National Council for 

Childhood and Motherhood in the field of early childhood. 

This Seminar has been held in the context of ACCD's membership in the Committee of 

Childhood Studies and Kindergarten Sector affiliated to the Egyptian Supreme Council 

of Universities, which includes deans of faculties and kindergartens departments in 

Egyptian universities and a number of relevant institutions and experts in the field. 

The participants call for a new system of upbringing 

based on strengthening the capacities of children, 

spreading a culture of tolerance and paying 

attention to school readiness, as well as activating 

the role of childhood-concerned institutions.  
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Arab Children Forum 

60 children from 9 Arab countries in the Arab Scout Forum for Media 

Young Professional Under the Slogan "The New Media Makers" 

 

With the participation of 

60 children (12-17 years 

old) from nine Arab 

countries: UAE, Bahrain, 

Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 

Palestine, Kuwait, Lebanon, 

Libya and Egypt, the 3rd 

Arab Scout Forum for Media Young Professional has been held under the slogan of 

"New Media Makers", during the period 14-18 August 2016 in Cairo, in cooperation 

between the Arab Scout Organization, ACCD, Alaeddin Children Magazine and Abjad 

Hawwaz Institution. 

The Forum aimed to provide the young scout with the 

elements and professionalism of media writing, as well as 

media skills, such as listening, speaking and photography, so 

as to be able to use and invest modern means of 

communication and to best deal with social networks. 

ACCD has organized a workshop with the children of the Forum to introduce the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, especially with regard to issues of participation 

and media, in addition to providing children with an opportunity to express their views 

in the media through an open dialogue with children, presented by media professional, 

Mr. Atef Kamel. 

 

Child rights and participation are the main issues that will 

be addressed by Arab Children Forum to be held by ACCD 

funded by AGFUND and in partnership with LAS and 

MANARA Network during 2017.  
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Knowledge Development on the Policies of Upbringing and Protection 

Morocco Hosts a National Seminar on Child Labor between the Current 

Status and Sustainable Development Goals  

Morocco has hosted the National Seminar on "Child 

Labor between the Current Status and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)", held in 

partnership between the Arab Labor Organization 

(ALO), ACCD and the Moroccan Ministry of 

Employment and Social Affairs, during the period 19-

21 December 2016, in Casablanca. 

More than 55 participants from 11 Arab countries (Jordan, Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi 

Arabia, Sudan, Palestine, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, Morocco and Mauritania) have 

participated in the Seminar, representing the three production parties, as well as 

representatives of the General Secretariat of the LAS, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 

the Executive Office of the Gulf Cooperation Council, the Executive Office of the 

Council of Ministers of Labor and Social Affairs of the GCC States, in addition to a 

number of relevant international and regional organizations, experts and media. 

The Seminar was held with a view to identify the qualitative developments in children 

status in the labor market, discussing how to integrate child labor issues into the 

programs of implementing the SDGs, which are approved by the United Nations in 

September 2015 to bring a change for the better. 

The Seminar emphasizes that the problem of child labor poses a serious challenge 

to achieving the SDGs.  
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Signing a Cooperation Protocol between ACCD and ALO 

 
 

On April 11, 2016, Dr. Hassan Al-Bilawi, ACCD's 

Secretary General, and H.E. Fayez Al-Mutairi, ALO's 

General Director, signed a joint protocol of cooperation 

on the sidelines of the Arab Labor Conference in its 43rd 

Session, held during the period 10-17th of April 2016, in 

Cairo. 

Signing the Protocol comes to support of the joint 

Arab action and enhance aspects of cooperation and 

partnership 
 

A Regional Study on Child labor in Arab Countries, in Partnership with 

LAS, ACCD, ALO and ILO 

In the implementation of the recommendations 

of the Arab Childhood, ACCD is cooperating with 

LAS, the International Labor Organization 

(ILO) and ALO, to prepare a regional study on 

child labor in Arab countries, which importance 

is stemming from the difficulty of the current 

status, especially with the political implications and social changes and its impacts on 

child labor; all indicators confirm the increasing rates of Arab child labor in cases of 

displacement and asylum and non-enforcement of international laws and resolutions  

In this context, a preparatory meeting was held between the partners at the 

headquarters of LAS on the 10th of May 2016 to develop the conceptual framework, the 

methodology and timetable for the implementation of the study, as well as the 

distribution of roles and responsibilities among partners.   

The study aims to be a roadmap that identifies the gaps and provides reliable and 

updated information in order to draw a course to develop the strategies required 

to combat Arab child labor 
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ACCD Releases Three Issues of Childhood and Development Periodical 

 

Stemming from ACCD's keenness to enrich 

Arab scientific knowledge, raise awareness and 

mobilize Arab public opinion on issues of 

childhood development and child rights, as well 

as to encourage Arab researchers to publish 

their studies and researches, ACCD continues 

to publish Childhood and Development Periodical. In 2016, ACCD published three issues 

(25, 26, 27) of the Periodical. 

 

The profiles of the three Issues of the Scientific Periodical have tackled the topics 

of "Children and Addiction", "Talent and Creativity", and "Arts and Children".   

 

Seminar on Children and Addiction 

 
Childhood and Development Periodical held a 

scientific Seminar entitled "Children and 

Addiction" on Tuesday, 20th of September 

2016, at ACCD's headquarters, during which 

a number of scientific papers were 

discussed, on top of which is the paper 

prepared by Dr. Ahmed Okasha, the professor of psychiatry, on children and addiction 

in Egypt. Also, Mr. Amr Othman, the Director of the Fund of Prevention and 

Treatment of Addiction and Drug Abuse in Egypt, has presented a paper entitled 

"Media and Addiction in Egypt". 
 

Early detection and intervention for treatment are essential in light of the young 

age of addiction (among children up to the age of 9 years old). 
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ACCD's Efforts in Protection Policies Are Discussed in the 3rd 

Conference of Arab Parliamentarians on Childhood Issues   

 

ACCD has participated in the 3rd Conference of Arab Parliamentarians on Childhood 

Issues, organized by LAS in cooperation with the Arab Parliament and the National 

Council for Childhood and Motherhood in Egypt, on the 31st of May 2016, at LAS's 

headquarters in Cairo. 

During the Conference, ACCD has presented its efforts in the field of Protection 

Policies, emphasizing that Arab child protection policies suffer from limited 

intervention, which often takes place after the harm or abuse has occurred, in addition 

to the weakness of the prevention systems and confronting harmful habits, or in the 

consistency and integration of the policies and practices related to children's affairs. 

The studies conducted by ACCD, in its entirety, have emphasized the importance of 

raising awareness of the content of child rights as set out in the International 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, in addition to adopting a scientific vision that is 

based on a coherent and integrated implementation of human rights, in order to improve 

the content of Arab laws concerned with childhood and its programs.   

  

Protecting children's rights requires establishing an environment 

that better embraces them, in addition to upbringing them in a 

manner that protects their rights and provides them with 

security, protection and care. 
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The Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in Education and Society  

11 Arab Countries Have Participated in a  

Regional TOT Workshop on the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities 

   

ACCD has held a Training of Trainers (TOT) Regional Workshop entitled the "Inclusion 

of Arab Children with Disabilities in Education and Society" during the period 2-7 April 

2016, in partnership and cooperation with AGFUND, LAS, the Arab Scout Organization, 

the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization "ISESCO" and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. 

The Workshop, during which the Guiding Manual 

on the Inclusion of Arab Children with 

Disabilities in Education and Society was 

implemented, aimed at preparing and 

rehabilitating trainers on raising awareness of 

the community, in general, and those concerned 

with inclusive education in the field of childhood, in particular, as well as to emphasizing 

the importance and possibility of the inclusion of Arab children in education and society.  

More than 65 trainees from 12 Arab countries 

(Jordan, UAE, Bahrain, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, 

Sudan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Egypt, Morocco 

and Mauritania) have participated in the 

Workshop, representing teachers and 

employees in education institutions, experts 

and workers in the centers specialized in caring 

for and rehabilitating children with disabilities in the Arab countries. 

Participants recommend activating a broader partnership with the Ministries of 

Education and Colleges of Education, approving the inclusion process as a key 

component in their programs and ensuring the dissemination of the culture of 

inclusion  
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Training Manual on the Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in 

Education and Society 

 

In the context of its strategic objectives aiming at developing 

specialized knowledge on the issues of Arab child rights, ACCD 

has issued a Training Manual (Trainer's Manual) on the 

"Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in Education and 

Society" under the slogan "The Sun Shall Shine by You". 

This Training Manual, prepared by a group of Arab experts in 

the fields of disability and childhood, tackles the nature of 

inclusive education, as well as the international and Arab 

conventions related to the inclusion of people with disabilities 

in education and society, in addition to reviewing the foreign and Arab experiences for 

the inclusion of children with disabilities in education, the standards of inclusive 

education, the supportive roles of inclusive education.  

Children with disabilities have an inherent right to fair opportunities in education 

and to engage in society 

 

Assistive Technology for the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities 

 
Stemming from the role played by assistive technology in the inclusion of children 

with disabilities in education and society, ACCD has prepared a project that aims at 

spreading awareness of the assistive devices among teachers and parents and 

preparing trained cadres of teachers and workers in care institutions capable of using 

such devices effectively. During the year 2016, the project has been drafted and a 

number of the donors partnering with ACCD in this project have been contacted, 

where Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development and the ISESCO are 

participating in the implementation of some of the project's activities during the 

next phase, which shall include holding regional workshops for preparing effective 

cadres in the comprehensive inclusion in education, using means of assistive 

technology and the production of simple stories to educate the children. 
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The Arab States Praise the Efforts of ACCD and AGFUND in the  

21st Session of the Arab Childhood Committee 
 

ACCD has participated in the meetings of the 

21st Session of the Arab Childhood Committee, 

the 13th Meeting of the Follow-up Committee on 

the Elimination of Violence against Children and 

the 14th Meeting of the Advisory Committee on 

Child Rights, organized by LAS, in cooperation with the National Council for Childhood 

and Motherhood during the period 18-20 January 2016 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. 

The meetings have been attended by representatives of the national ministries and 

mechanisms concerned with children's issues in Arab countries, as well as 

representatives of relevant international, regional and national organizations. 

 

During the meetings, ACCD has presented a number of joint projects with LAS; e.g. 

the Media Observatory for Arab Child Rights, the 5th Forum of Arab Civil Society for 

Children, the Arab Children's Forum and ACCD's initiative of the Rehabilitation and 

Inclusion of Children in Street Situations through Education for Hope, under the 

slogan "I Have Chosen Hope" and the Inclusion of Arab Children with Disabilities in 

Education and Society. 

 

Participants recommend the adoption of the Professional Guidelines of "Child 

Friendly Media" and replicating the Project of "I Have Chosen Hope" at the Arab 

level. 

 

 

Seminar on "Media and Violence against Children"  

In partnership with the Child Culture Committee affiliated to the Egyptian Supreme 

Council of Culture, ACCD has held a Seminar entitled "Media and Violence against 

Children" on the 23rd of May 2016. During the Seminar, ACCD has presented the concept 

and patterns of violence against children, its Arab and global size, and the role of media 

in combating violence against children, in line with the protection of child rights. 

Participants in the Seminar emphasize the need for an alternative media that does 

not seek to excitement at the expense of professional values and ethics in covering 

children's rights issues 
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ACCD's Media Activities 

 

The media activities aim at promoting ACCD's role in spreading and developing the 
culture of child rights and upbringing children in Arab countries, with a view to raise 
awareness and advocating to child rights, in cooperation and coordination with media 
channels and other developmental institutions. 

 

ACCD's Portal: www.arabccd.org (around one million 
views from 162 countries, according to Google statistics). 

 

 

Annual Calendar: Tackling the issue of "Child Friendly Media".   

 

 

Press Files: Releasing 12 monthly press files that include the 
published materials covering ACCD and its activities, along with 
articles on childhood in Arab media outlets. 

 

              ACCD's page on Facebook: (6643 followers). 

 

Media Coverage for Events 
and 38 newsletters have 
been issued on ACCD 
activities.    

 

Annual Performance 
Report:  

Documentation of ACCD's 
achievements in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arabccd.org/


34 

 

Participation in Conferences and Seminars 

 

- The 21st Session of Arab Childhood Committee affiliated to the League of Arab States, the 13th 

Session of the Following-up Committee of Combating Violence against Children and the 4th 

Session of the Advisory Committee of Child Rights (18 – 20 January 2016, Sharm El Sheikh, 

Egypt).  

- Regional Conference of Child Helplines, organized by the League of Arab States (LAS) in 

cooperation with Child Helpline International (CHI), in LAS's headquarters (15 February 2016).  

- The Ceremony of Launching the Arab Decade for Arab Civil Society, organized by LAS (22 

February 2016 at LAS's headquarters).  

- LAS's Ceremony on the occasion of Orphan Day (28 March 2016 at LAS's headquarters).  

- High-level Workshop for Assisting the Egyptian Government in Setting a Road Map of 

Investment in Education Sector, under the auspices of the Ministry of International 

Cooperation (3 – 4 April 2016, Cairo).  

- Theatrical Play by the children of the Egyptian Coalition for Child Rights (8 April 2016, at the 

Cultural Garden in Sida Zeinab, Cairo).  

- The 43rd Session of the Arab Labor Conference (10 April 2016, Cairo).  

- The 4th Regional Conference on Violence against Children, organized by the Supreme National 

Committee for Children Protection in Kuwait, the Arab Professionals Association for the 

Prevention of Violence against Children and the International Association for the Prevention 

of Child Abuse and Neglect (18 – 20 April 2016, Kuwait).     

- The Conference of "Towards Knowledge Society and Egyptian Innovation" organized by the 

Supreme Council for Egyptian Universities (15 – 16 May 2016, Cairo). 

- Regional Meeting of UNESCO Regional Office regarding "Capacity Building on the Global 

Program of Action for Education for Sustainable Development" (24 – 25 May 2016, Cairo).  

- Workshop on "Sciences and Knowledge for Sustainable Development Goals" organized by 

UNESCO (25 – 26 May 2016, Cairo).  

- The 3rd Conference of Arab Parliamentarians on Childhood Issues, organized by LAS, the Arab 

Parliament and the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood (31 May 2016 at LAS's 

headquarters).  

- The Ceremony of Announcing Egypt's Official Nomination of Moushira Khattab to the Post of 

UNESCO Director General (19 July 2016, at the Egyptian Museum's Garden).   

- The 1st Ministerial Conference on Women, Security and Peace, organized by LAS (4 September 

2016, Cairo).  

- A Commemoration Ceremony of Dr. Hussein Kamel Bahaa Eldien, organized by the Egyptian 

Society of Pediatrics, (1 October 2016, Cairo).  

- The Conference of "Our Children are Our Future", organized by LAS in cooperation with the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees "UNHCR" (17 October 2016 at LAS's 

headquarters).  
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- Seminar on "Child Friendly Media", organized by the Dialogue Center for Political and Media 

Policies (21 November 2016 at the headquarters of the General Library of Egypt).  

- The Conference on "Professional Preparation of Teachers", organized by the Arab Open 

University (29 – 30 November 2016, Jordon).  

- The 2nd Conference on Knowledge entitled "Knowledge Summit 2015, the Road to 

Innovation", under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President and Prime Minster of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ruler of Dubai (7 – 

9 December 2016).  

- The Closing Ceremony of the campaign entitled "No to Violence against Children", organized 

by the Egyptian Coalition for Child Rights (17 December 2016, Cairo).   

- The Ceremony of MANARA Network "the Network for Arab Child Rights" (21 December 2016, 

Cairo).       
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ACCD Partners 

  

 


